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REGIONAL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF INTRODUCING SUPER
CONFIDENTAL MAGLEV TO METROPOLITAN REGIONS IN JAPAN

- FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF NEW ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY -

Takaaki OKUDA(Nagoya University)

In May, 2011, a new hi-speed railway plan was decided, which is introducing super
confidential maglev (SCM) between metropolitan regions in Japan. After the
construction of the SCM, it will take 67 minutes between Tokyo and Osaka, and
three metropolitan regions, i.e. Tokyo, Nagoya and Osaka metropolitan regions, will
become like one huge metropolitan region. What is the economic impact of
introducing the SCM between metropolitan regions? In this paper, a NEG (New
Economic Geography) model is developed for the impact analysis of introducing the
SCM. In the first half of this paper, economic impact models for the evaluation of
intercity hi-speed railway networks are reviewed, and it is cleared what is needed
for impact analysis of introducing the SCM between metropolitan regions in Japan.
In the latter half of this paper, a NEG model is proposed, which considers the freight
service cost and information service cost, which is related to other transaction cost.
And it is explained how to calibrate the NEG model by using Japanese interregional

Input-output data.



